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“Unexpected Graces” Series – Sermon #4 

The Gospel According to Boaz 

Pastor Tracy Stephens 
January 22, 2023 

TEXT: Ruth 2:4-18 
 
 

Ruth 2:1-17 
1 Now Naomi had a rich relative named Boaz, from Elimelech’s family. 
2 One day Ruth, the Moabite, said to Naomi, “I am going to the fields.  Maybe 
someone will be kind enough to let me gather the grain he leaves behind.” 
Naomi said, “Go, my daughter.” 
3 So Ruth went to the fields and gathered the grain that the workers cutting the 
grain had left behind.  It just so happened that the field belonged to Boaz, from 
Elimelech’s family. 
4 Soon Boaz came from Bethlehem and greeted his workers, “The Lord be with 
you!” And the workers answered, “May the Lord bless you!” 
5 Then Boaz asked his servant in charge of the workers, “Whose girl is that?” 
6 The servant answered, “She is the young Moabite woman who came back 
with Naomi from the country of Moab. 
7 She said, ‘Please let me follow the workers cutting grain and gather what they 
leave behind.’ She came and has remained here, from morning until just now.  
She has stopped only a few moments to rest in the shelter.” 
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter.  Don’t go to gather grain for 
yourself in another field.  Don’t even leave this field at all, but continue following 
closely behind my women workers. 
9 Watch to see into which fields they go to cut grain and follow them.  I have 
warned the young men not to bother you.  When you are thirsty, you may go 
and drink from the water jugs that the young men have filled.” 
10 Then Ruth bowed low with her face to the ground and said to him, “I am not 
an Israelite.  Why have you been so kind to notice me?” 
11 Boaz answered her, “I know about all the help you have given your mother-
in-law after your husband died.  You left your father and mother and your own 
country to come to a nation where you did not know anyone. 
12 May the Lord reward you for all you have done.  May your wages be paid in 
full by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for 
shelter.” 
13 Then Ruth said, “I hope I can continue to please you, sir.  You have said kind 
and encouraging words to me, your servant, though I am not one of your 
servants.” 
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14 At mealtime Boaz told Ruth, “Come here.  Eat some of our bread and dip it in 
our sauce.”  So Ruth sat down beside the workers.  Boaz handed her some 
roasted grain, and she ate until she was full; she even had some food left over. 
15 When Ruth rose and went back to work, Boaz commanded his workers, “Let 
her gather even around the piles of cut grain.  Don’t tell her to go away. 
16 In fact, drop some full heads of grain for her from what you have in your 
hands, and let her gather them.  Don’t tell her to stop.” 
17 So Ruth gathered grain in the field until evening.  Then she separated the 
grain from the chaff, and there was about one-half bushel of barley. 
 
 
 
 

Two Perspectives: 

 
PERSPECTIVE #1: Boaz shows us how Jesus _______________ 

_______________.  

 
 
 
 

Parallels Between Boaz and Jesus: 

 
PARALLEL #1: Boaz wanted to _______________ Ruth: Jesus wants to have a 

_______________ with us.  

 
 
 
PARALLEL #2: Though Ruth didn’t _______________ it, Boaz chose to 

_______________ her: Jesus chose to bless us even though we are 

_______________.  

 
 
 
PARALLEL #3: Boaz invited Ruth to share a _______________: Jesus invites us 

to share _______________.  
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PARALLEL #4: Boaz gave Ruth more than she _______________: Jesus always 

gives us more than _______________.  

 
 
 
 
PERSPECTIVE #2: Ruth shows us how a person _______________ 

_______________.  

 
 
 
 

Similarities Between Ruth and Us: 

 
SIMILARITY #1: Ruth found _______________ in the field of a _______________ 

man: We find grace _______________ in the God-Man, _______________.  

 
 
 
SIMILARITY #2: Ruth _______________ herself before Boaz: We must 

_______________ ourselves before the Lord.  

 
 
 
SIMILARITY #3: Ruth looked to God for _______________: We can trust Him for 

our _______________.  

 
 
 
SIMILARITY #4: Ruth expressed _______________ to her lord: We must have a 

_______________ heart. 

 
 


