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“David: The Early Years” – Message #7 

In the Presence of My Enemies 

Pastor Tracy Stephens 
June 20, 2021 

TEXT: 1 Samuel 23 
  
 
 
LETTER A: Just because you _______________ _______________ Him or 

_______________ Him or _______________ Him, that doesn’t mean that 

God isn’t there. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 23:1-3 
1 Then they told David, saying, Look, the Philistines are fighting against 
Keilah, and they are robbing the threshing floors. 
2 Therefore David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go and attack 
these Philistines?  And the Lord said to David, Go and attack the 
Philistines, and save Keilah. 

3 But David’s men said to him, Look, we are afraid here in Judah.  How 
much more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 

 
 
 
 

Two Points: 
 
 
POINT #1: David is _______________ to help without _______________ 

from the Lord. 
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POINT #2: David immediately _______________ once he knew God’s 

_______________. 

 
 
 
 
LETTER B: David is willing to _______________ himself and his men 

because he is determined to _______________ God no matter what the 

_______________. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 23:7-8 
7 And Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah.  So Saul said, God 
has delivered him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a 
town that has gates and bars. 
8 Then Saul called all the people together for war, to go down to Keilah 
to besiege David and his men. 

 
 
 
LETTER C: Saul mistook his _______________ desires for the will of 

God, and he proceeded to _______________ events on the basis of what 

_______________ wanted, instead of what _______________ wanted. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 23:13-15 
13 So David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from 
Keilah and went wherever they could go.  Then it was told Saul that 
David had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the expedition. 

14 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in 
the mountains in the Wilderness of Ziph.  Saul sought him every day, 
but God did not deliver him into his hand. 



3 

 

15 So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life.  And David 
was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest. 
 

 
 

LIFE POINT: A period of God’s _______________ is often followed by 

deep personal _______________. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 23:16-17 
16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods 
and strengthened his hand in God. 

17 And he said to him, Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall 
not find you.  You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you.  
Even my father Saul knows that. 
 
 
 
LETTER D: When God _______________ us in the _______________, He 

_______________ a Jonathan to _______________ us. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 23:19-22 
19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, Is David not 
hiding with us in strongholds in the woods, in the hill of Hachilah, which 
is on the south of Jeshimon? 
20 Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of your 
soul to come down; and our part shall be to deliver him into the kings 
hand. 
21 And Saul said, Blessed are you of the Lord, for you have compassion 
on me. 

22 Please go and find out for sure, and see the place where his hideout 
is, and who has seen him there.  For I am told he is very crafty. 
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1 Samuel 23:26-28 
26 Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men 
on the other side of the mountain.  So David made haste to get away 
from Saul, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to 
take them. 

27 But a messenger came to Saul, saying, Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have invaded the land! 
28 Therefore Saul returned from pursuing David, and went against the 
Philistines; so they called that place the Rock of Escape. 
 
 

 
 

Several Truths: 
 
 
TRUTH #1: God sometimes allows His servants to be _______________ 

to _______________.   

 
 
 
TRUTH #2: God never allows His servants to _______________ in a state 

of _______________ without sending _______________ 

_______________. 

 
 
 
TRUTH #3: God often _______________ His servants at the moment of 

greatest _______________. 
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TRUTH #4: God makes use of _______________ and _______________ 

means. 

 
 
 
 

Four Applications: 
 
 
APPLICATION #1: When your circumstances are _______________, 

remember that God is still in _______________. 

 
 
 
APPLICATION #2: When you are _______________ to panic, 

_______________ to the Lord. 

 
 
 
APPLICATION #3: When you don’t _______________ what else to do, do 

_______________ _______________ even if it doesn’t make sense to you. 

 
 
 
APPLICATION #4: When _______________ comes, don’t forget to 

_______________ God, and give Him the _______________. 

  


