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“David: The Early Years” – Message #3 

How To Kill A Giant 

Pastor Tracy Stephens 
May 23, 2021 

 

TEXT: 1 Samuel 17 
  
 

 
1 Samuel 17:1-3  
1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies together to battle, and were 
gathered at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah; they encamped between Sochoh 
and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim. 

2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped 
in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Philistines. 
3 The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a 
mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. 
 

1 Samuel 17:8-10 
8 Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, Why 
have you come out to line up for battle?  Am I not a Philistine, and you the 
servants of Saul?  Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 
9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants.  But if 
I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us. 
10 And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, 
that we may fight together. 
 

1 Samuel 17:11 
11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were 
dismayed and greatly afraid. 
 
 
 
LETTER A: _______________ the Spirit of the Lord, Saul has _______________ 

with which to face the giant. 
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LETTER B: Giants defeat us, _______________ because they’re 

_______________, but because they make us _______________ 

_______________. 

 
 
 
1 Samuel 17:25 
25 “Have you seen the giant?” the men asked.  “He comes out each day to defy 
Israel.  The king has offered a huge reward to anyone who kills him.  He will 
give that man one of his daughters for a wife, and the man’s entire family will 

be exempted from paying taxes!”  (NLT) 
 
1 Samuel 17:26 
26 David asked the soldiers standing nearby, “What will a man get for killing 
this Philistine and ending his defiance of Israel?  Who is this pagan Philistine 

anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the living God?”  (NLT) 
 
 
 
LETTER C: David saw that Goliath was not only _______________ Israel, but he 

was also defying Israel’s _______________. 

 
 
 
 
LETTER D: It’s all a matter of _______________.  David’s screen was 

_______________ with God, and therefore everything else was whittled down to 

_______________ _______________.  

 
 
 

1 Samuel 17:28 
28 But when David’s oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, he 
was angry.  “What are you doing around here anyway?” he demanded.  “What 
about those few sheep you’re supposed to be taking care of?  I know about your 

pride and deceit.  You just want to see the battle!”  (NLT) 
 

1 Samuel 17:29 



3 

 

29 “What have I done now?”  David replied.  “I was only asking a question!”  

(NLT) 
 

1 Samuel 17:30 
30 He walked over to some others and asked them the same thing and received 

the same answer.  (NLT) 
 

1 Samuel 17:36-37 
36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will 
be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God. 
37 Moreover David said, The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and 
from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.  And Saul 

said to David, Go, and the Lord be with you! 

 
 
 
LETTER E: Every _______________ in your _______________, is also in God’s 

path if you are _______________ in God’s _______________. 

 
 
 
 
LETTER F: When you are in the _______________ of God, the giants who 

_______________ you, are actually fighting _______________. 

 
 
 

1 Samuel 17: 45-47 
45 David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 Today the LORD will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head.  
And then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, 
and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 
47 And everyone assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, 
but not with sword and spear.  This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to 

us!”  (NLT) 
 

1 Samuel 17:50 
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50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck 
the Philistine and killed him.  But there was no sword in the hand of David. 
  
 
 
 

Three Final Questions  
 
 
QUESTION #1: _______________ would qualify as a _______________ today?  

 
 
 

Acts 14:22 
22 We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 
 

1 Peter 5:8 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. 
 

2 Timothy 3:12 
12 All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
 
 
 
QUESTION #2: _______________ does God put _______________ in our path? 

 
 
 
 
QUESTION #3: What _______________ was God trying to _______________ 

David? 

 


